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A Message from Mayor Debbie Nash-King
Election season is always an exciting 

time— when citizens get to express 
their rights and have their voices heard 
in the most democratic way. Following 
this month’s election, I look forward 
to moving onward and upward with 
our seven council members into a new 

season of planning, action and supporting the members 
of this community. 

It’s already budget season for the City’s staff and council 
members have expressed their priorities for this upcoming 
budget, including hiring more employees, competitive 
pay, additional parks/park space, street maintenance, 
funding for youth programs, code enforcement, 
technology needs, and marketing strategies.

Please continue to contact your district and at-large 
representatives to voice your needs and desires, as well. 

This month, we celebrate our men and women in 
blue for National Police Week, as well as our emergency 
medical services workers for National EMS week. We 
have more than 300 police officers and more than 200 

EMS personnel supporting our city each and every day 
and we thank you. 

We also thank everyone who supported two of our 
signature events— the three-day Celebrate Killeen festival 
in April, as well as our Fallen Heroes 5K this month, 
which honored those who fought for our country and are 
no longer with us. May, of course, is also the month we 
reflect and recognize our Armed Services heroes as a part 
of Memorial Day. 

It’s also the month of Military Spouse Appreciation, and 
we never want to forget the dedication and hard work it 
takes to be a military spouse. Our city is rooted in such a 
rich history of veterans, and we always want to recognize 
them. 

Three more observances for this month are Armed 
Forces Day, Mental Health Awareness Month, Teacher 
Appreciation and Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month.

It’s a huge month for recognitions and I don’t ever want 
the passion and commitment of our police officers, EMS 
staff, military members or teachers to go unnoticed. 
Thank you.

Celebrating Women in Leadership
The City of Killeen is proud to cele-

brate the contributions and leadership 
roles many women have played in 
building our great city.

The City of Killeen is led by a female 
mayor, and two women serve on our 
City Council. Additionally, our Assis-
tant City Manager, City Attorney, five 
executive directors, and several divi-
sion heads are all women. 

One of our longest serving employ-
ees, Leslie Hinkle, who served as Exec-
utive Director of Community Devel-
opment, retired at the end of March. 

Under Hinkle’s leadership, Killeen 
has been able to use grants to assist 
thousands with utility bill assistance, 
help hundreds with emergency rent-
al and mortgage assistance, and help 

thousands through COVID-19 clin-
ics, among dozens of other accom-
plishments.

Hinkle is on the bottom row, third 

from the left, in the above collage, 
which highlights several of our wom-
en who hold leadership roles for the 
city.
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Councilwoman Nina Cobb (left) and 
Councilman Riakos Adams (right) along 
with Mayor Debbie Nash-King visited 
various Killeen ISD schools for Read 
Across America 2023. The three visited 
Ira Cross, Reeces Creek, Hay Branch, 
and Clifton Park Elementary Schools to 
read stories to the students and promote 
literacy. They also had open discussion 
with each class about the power of 
reading! 
Read Across America is an annual 
initiative by the National Education 
Association that calls on every child and 
educator in the community to celebrate 
reading. This year’s theme is Celebrating 
a Nation of Diverse Readers.
Our councilmembers and mayor had a 
great time meeting the students from each 
school and look forward to coming back!  
Thank you Killeen ISD.

Mayor Debbie Nash-King read a 
proclamation declaring March 30 as 
Ellison Eagles Boys Basketball Day, 
honoring the Eagles run to the state 
championship game. The Eagles 
were 38-4 this season, and advanced 
in the playoff further than any other 
school in Killeen ISD history. 
In the process, coach Alberto 
Jones became the school's all-time 
winningest coach.
Nash-King, along with Killeen 
Councilmembers Ken Wilkerson 
and Nina Cobb, joined the team at 
a celebration at the high school in 
March. 

Celebrating our schools

Reading time
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It's a final call for aquatics jobs! Our 
aquatics department hopes to have all our 
facilities open by Memorial Day Weekend, 
and that means if you want to work there, 
you need to apply soon. 

With summer quickly approaching, our 
aquatics jobs are always some of our most 
popular seasonal positions, and perfect for 
teenagers looking to get in the workforce.

Our aquatics team especially needs 
lifeguards. Lifeguards must pass the Red 
Cross Certification Course, but city of 
Killeen employees can have those course 
fees reimbursed.
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