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DIGITAL EDITION

A Message from Mayor Debbie Nash-King

Welcome to the team
Meet Thora! Thora is the newest 
addition to our Police Department's  K9  
team, and citizens picked her name!
Thora is a 2-year-old Dutch Shepherd 
and her name means "Goddess of 
thunder and protector of humanity" or 
"watcher."
Thora has gone through training and 
made her introduction in this month's 
Christmas Parade. 
The Police Department thanks everyone 
who participated in picking her name.
To learn more about our Police 
Department, visit our website at www.
Killeentexas.gov/police. Also be sure 
to check out information about our 
upcoming Citizens Academies inside 
this edition.

As we round out this year, it’s 
easy to look ahead at what’s to 

come, but I’d like to make sure we also 
pause to reflect on some of successes 
and accomplishes of 2024.

We kicked off the year being named 
the most affordable, fastest-growing 

city in the country by GoBankingRates.com, along 
with the best housing market in the nation for first-
time homebuyers, among other recognitions.

We had a largest class of graduates from the 10th 
annual Killeen Citizens Academy. That means there 
are 30 more residents who are now better informed 
and equipped to help make our city even greater, 
get involved and spread the word about what we’re 
doing.

We’re only two years into our 20-year Killeen 2040 
Comprehensive Plan, and we’ve already completed 
or began more than half of the dozens of tasks listed. 

Citizens can visit www.KilleenTexas.gov/Killeen2040 
to continue to monitor the progress on the six “Big 
Ideas” over the next several months and years.

Included in that plan is downtown revitalization 
and we’ve made a $15.6 million investment in the 
historic district in the last two years, with 214 new 
jobs added from 62 new businesses. We’ve held 47 
family-friendly events downtown, renovated more 
than 27 historic buildings and installed 12 public art 
displays. We also published our first-ever Downtown 
Business Directory, featuring 82 businesses right in 
our downtown.

As we end this year, I want to thank the staff, 
Council and community for working together on 
these accomplishments. I hope everyone was able to 
enjoy our Holiday Under the Stars events, including 
the parade and tree lighting ceremony and we look 
forward to seeing you at more events in 2025. Happy 
Holidays!
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2024 Veterans Day Parade
Honoring all who served

The 2024 Veterans Day Parade was held Monday, Nov. 11 
in Downtown Killeen. The annual parade is held to honor 
all the brave men and women who have ever served in our 
armed forces. Killeen is proud to serve as home to many 
veterans and is just as proud to be partnered with Fort 
Cavazos, serving the needs of our current military, as well. 
We thank you all for your service.
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Our Animal Services team has started bringing pets 
to the Senior Center to help the pets interact with 
people. 
Our furry friends enjoyed the snuggles almost as 
much as our Senior Center members did. 
There are always many great pets looking to be 
adopted. For information, visit www.killeentexas.
gov/animals.

This year's Fall Night Market concluded its season on Nov. 8. 
Even with some iffy weather, our community came out to shop 
small and support local! We even had youth entrepreneurs 
selling their goods and sharing ideas.
Thank you to everyone who made the Fall Night Market 
successful! Stay tuned for details on the Spring Night Market, 
expected to begin in April of 2025. Sign up for city alerts at 
www.killeentexas.gov/notifyme for info about events.

Our Senior Center members had another great time at the 
4th Annual Giving Thanks Luncheon! Thank you to all the 
performers, volunteers and staff who brought this event to 
life. This season, we're reminded of how much we have to be 
grateful for, including our amazing senior community who 
make Killeen so special.
We have a lot of fun activities throughout the year at our 
Senior Center. To learn more about the Senior Center, visit 
www.killeentexas.gov/Seniors.

We broke ground on a new terminal building at 
Skylark Field Airport on Nov. 6. This 3,000 square 
foot terminal will include amenities like a break 
room, vending machines, complimentary coffee bar, 
conference room, pilots' lounge, charging stations, 
and solar panels. Thanks to everyone who came out 
to celebrate this milestone!

A November to remember
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National Family 
Volunteer Day

We had about 50 volunteers come out to 
help keep Killeen clean on Nov. 23 for 
Family Volunteer Day. Their efforts make a 
big difference in preserving our parks and 
keeping Killeen clean. Special shoutout to 
our Youth Advisory Commission for lending 
a hand and leading by example. We are 
happy to offer these opportunities for those 
interested in helping to beautify our city.
Want to get involved? Visit www.killeentexas.
gov/volunteer for more opportunities.
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The 2025 Save the Date list of events is out! Take a pic and save this to your Favorites on your phone, or simply hang it on 
the refrigerator. Either way, you’ll want to lock in these dates!


