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A Message from Mayor Debbie Nash-King
We’re in the new season of 

autumn and our city is also 
entering a new season. In addition to 
starting a new fiscal year on October 
1st, our airport has gone to new 
heights in its transformation with a 
new name.

Councilmembers recently voted to rename the 
airport to the Killeen Regional Airport (GRK). This 
was in solidarity with our Fort Cavazos partners who 
went through a redesignation earlier this year, but it 
was also a part of a rebranding campaign that has been 
in the works for more than two years. 

If you haven’t visited our airport, you’re missing out 
on new delicious concessions and shopping amenities, 
a new hangar, excellent customer service and the most 
efficient check-in and TSA access you’ll get in Central 
Texas. I applaud all of the Aviation teams’ efforts to 
showcase our hidden gem.

We can’t mention the airport’s transformation 
without talking about our Historic Downtown District’s 
rebranding. This area has seen a 180 degree turn in 

one year, resulting in dozens of businesses opening 
downtown, thousands flocking to the family-friendly 
events on Santa Fe Plaza and a boost of painted murals 
and color to express the vibrancy and life that has been 
injected. Our Historic Downtown is no longer a sight 
of vacant and blighted buildings—it’s 80% full, alive 
and well!

In October, a few councilmembers and I traveled 
to the Texas Municipal League Conference in Dallas. 
They also attended the Association of the United States 
Army Conference in Washington, D.C. and received 
valuable information to become better equipped as civil 
servants, and to support our Fort Cavazos neighbors, 
as well as the veteran families in our community.

As we begin to close the books on the final two 
months of 2023, we want to thank those who joined 
us for our annual Fall Festival, the Fire Department’s 
Open House, the Veterans Day parade and the Turkey 
Trot 5K. We hope you’ll join us for our winter holiday 
events, including the Jingle bell Dash, Half MaraFun, 
the Holiday Under the Stars Tree Lighting and parade. 
Look out for the dates, times and locations this month!

New airport name
The Killeen City Council during 

its Sept. 26 meeting voted to change 
the name of Killeen’s commercial 
airport (GRK) from Killeen-Fort 
Hood Regional Airport to Killeen 
Regional Airport.
The decision to change the name 

came about after Fort Hood changed 
its name to Fort Cavazos, following 
a federal mandate to change the 
name of military installations 
named after Confederate figures. 
Cities are not included in the 

federal mandate, and are not 
obligated to update any titles/
names. GRK decided to do so as part 
of the rebranding effort that they 
began before federal regulations on 
redesignating military installations 
became effective.

The Killeen City Council voted unanimously to change the name of the 
Killeen-Fort Hood Regional Airport (GRK) to the Killeen Regional Airport. 
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National Night Out

National Night Out had another great turnout 
this year. Our mayor, council members and 
police officers got to visit with many of our great 
residents. We thank everyone who participated.

City of Killeen offices will be 
closed Thursday, Nov. 23 and 
Friday, Nov. 24. Solid Waste 
routes that normally run 
Thursday will run a day early. 
Other days will remain the same.  
 
Offices will also be closed 
Monday, Dec. 25 and Tuesday, 
Dec., 26. Solid Waste routes that 
normally run those two days will 
run a day late. 

Walk with a cause

Hundreds came 
out to Lions Club 
Park on Sept. 30 for 
the Walk Against 
Domestic Violence. 
In addition to 
the walk, various 
vendors were on 
hand to provide 
resources and 
information.

Holiday season
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Have you heard about 
the Total Solar Eclipse 
happening on April 8, 2024? 
If you haven't, here's what's 
happening:
First off, a total solar eclipse 

occurs when the moon passes 
directly between the earth 
and the sun and the moon 
fully blocks the sun for a 
viewer on earth. The fact that 
total solar eclipse is visible 
from earth only along a very 
narrow path for just a few 
short minutes makes totality 
one of nature's rarest events.
The April 8 total eclipse 

path of "totality" will be over 
Killeen at 1:36 p.m. and last 4 
minutes and 16 seconds and 
we’re partnering with Central 

Texas College to bring 
everyone a great experience. 
While this is an exciting 

event to be happening in 
Killeen, it's also going to be a 
popular one.
Because of the rarity of 

this event and Killeen's 
prime location, this event 
is attracting thousands of 
visitors to our city and the 
population is expected to 
double that weekend. 
The city wants its residents 

to be prepared for the busy 
weekend and will be offering 
more information and tips 
about the eclipse in upcoming 
Insight issues.
Visit www.killeentexas.gov/

eclipse for more information.

Downtown Happenings

In addition to our regular Downtown Events, which will in-
clude the annual Christmas Parade and Holiday Under The 
Stars in December, we've brought a weekly fall Night Market 
(above) and a LunchBox Live Music Series (below). For more 
information, visit www.KilleenTexas.gov/DowntownEvents.

Solar Eclipse
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New rates


