
O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  C I T Y  O F  K I L L E E N

APRIL  |   2025

www.killeentexas.govwww.killeentexas.gov

CELEBRATE KILLEENCELEBRATE KILLEEN

Cover photo of Celebrate Killeen 2023

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHTEMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

PROPOSITION BPROPOSITION B
SPRING NIGHT MARKETSPRING NIGHT MARKET



It’s the most wonderful time of year again—the chance to act on your constitutional
right to vote! April 3 is the deadline to register for Killeen’s General Election, which
takes place on May 3. Here’s a reminder that you get to perform your civic duty
beginning April 22. The City Council seats for Districts 1, 2 and 4 will be on the ballot
and District 3 is unopposed. We want to ensure voters are educated about not only
when and where to vote, but who and what they’re voting for in May. Visit
www.KilleenTexas.gov/Election for information on the general election. Don’t forget,
you may vote at any precinct during the early-voting period, but you must vote at your
specific precinct on election day.

Last month, our city experienced one of the largest fires in Killeen history. I want to
thank our emergency responders who worked around the clock to save lives and
structures. With the high winds and tall grass, the fire could have burned double the
structures without their swift action. I also want to thank the community who poured
their hearts out to help the 36 victims of the fires. It is tragedies like this that show you
the true soul of our community members and how supportive we can be.

Safety is important, so I appreciate our Fire Department reminding residents to keep
heavy brush items 20-30 feet from structures, maintaining clear surroundings. As we
saw, the combination of high winds and brush can be dangerous, even with a small
spark.

Lastly, please make sure to support our Spring events, including Spring Fest on April 5,
the Spring Night Market on April 11, National Arbor Day on April 25 and the big one is
our annual Celebrate Killeen Multicultural Festival
on Saturday, April 26. Details for all can be 
found on our website at
www.KilleenTexas.gov/Calendar. We had
more than 4,000 people turn out for our
Motown in Downtown event last month
and we can’t wait to see how you
support these events, too!

MAYOR'S MESSAGE
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CELEBRATE

M U L T I C U L T U R A L  F E S T I V A L

The Celebrate Killeen Multicultural Festival is
back for its 23rd year, bringing music, culture and
community to Downtown Killeen!

The event began as the Festival of Flags in 2000
and has grown into a vibrant celebration of the
city’s rich diversity with live performances, food
trucks, vendors and a car show.

Join us in Historic Downtown Killeen (200 East
Avenue D) on Saturday, April 26 for this year’s
lineup. Enjoy a car show from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
along with a festival that runs from 11 a.m. to 10
p.m. Entry is free and all ages are welcome.

www.killeentexas.gov/downtownevents
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FALLEN HEROES 5K
Save the date for this year’s race at
Purser Heritage Hike & Bike Trail.
Run to honor the brave men and
women who paid the ultimate
sacrifice. Register today at
www.killeentexas.gov/centex.
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SPRING NIGHT MARKET

YAC YOUTH ART SHOW
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The Spring Night Market is back! Five Fridays of
live music, food trucks and local artisans – all for
FREE! Join us in Historic Downtown Killeen (101
East Avenue D) on April 11 & 25 and then again
on May 2, 9, & 16. Shop small, support local!

BEGINS
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FIVE FRIDAYS | 6 TO 9 PM

6–9 PM

MAY
03
8 AM

Join the Youth Advisory Commission
for the Youth Art Show in Downtown
Killeen. This event runs during the
Spring Night Market. Find more info
and submit entries by April 21 at
www.killeentexas.gov/rec.

APRIL
26

YOUTH SPORTS OPENING DAY
Killeen Parks & Recreation will host
Opening Day at the Killeen Athletic
Complex to celebrate the first day of
our spring season. Join us as we
kickoff the start of baseball, t-ball,
softball and kickball.

9:30–11 AM
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Jonathan Van Exel  has 22 years of
service to the Ci ty of  Ki l leen. As an
Operat ions Manager,  he is a key part
of  ensur ing seamless events for  the
community.  He oversees dai ly operat ions,
staf f  and mult ip le faci l i t ies—including the
Civic & Conference Center,  Special  Events
Center and the Rodeo Arena—playing a v i ta l
ro le in making each event a success.

For Van Exel ,  the best part  of  the job is
seeing the hard work of  h is team come
together to create memorable exper iences for
residents.  His favor i te moments are seeing the
happiness of  customers when their  events go
off  wi thout a hi tch.  Beyond work,  he enjoys
wri t ing,  movies and board games.

Van Exel  is  known among fami ly and fr iends
as someone who can always be rel ied on
when i t  matters most.  He takes pr ide in
being a rel iable presence in his fami ly ’s
l ives.

I f  he had just  one superpower,  Van Exel
says he’d stop t ime to fu l ly  appreciate
the moments that  matter.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHTEMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
JONATHAN VAN EXEL
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ATKINSON AVENUE FIRE
On March 2,  our emergency
response teams batt led a major
f i re on Atkinson Avenue and
Liberty Street.  We’re thankful  for
their  ef for ts to make sure al l
residents were accounted for and
safe,  a long with the organizat ions
who played a role in rout ing
donat ions to those af fected.

KCA GRADUATION
On March 13, students f rom the 2025
Ki l leen Cit izens Academy graduated
dur ing a special  ceremony at  the
Ki l leen Civic & Conference Center.
They completed an eight-week
program where they got an inside look
at how our Ci ty operates.  Appl icat ions
for the next session are expected to
open in Fal l  of  2025.

SURVIVORS’ BANQUET
At the inaugural  Survivors '
Banquet,  the Ki l leen Fire
Department celebrated f ive
indiv iduals whose l ives were
saved by our f i ref ighters.  I t
was an evening of  ref lect ion
and recogni t ion for  survivors
and the brave men and
women who made i t  possible.

FREE VACCINE CLINIC
On March 24, Ki l leen Animal Services
was able to provide over 1,000 free
vaccines for Ki l leen’s furr iest  f r iends,
thanks to our partnership wi th Petco
Love.

Thinking about adopt ing?
Browse avai lable animals at
www.ki l leentexas.gov/animals.
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